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Thank you for your interest in Lorien Dell Bernese Mountain Dogs.  We are happy that you are considering this wonderful breed and hope that we can help you find your new best friend.  Completion of this adoption  questionnaire will assist our efforts to make sure that our puppies find their way into the most appropriate homes.   We love our dogs and feel a great responsibility to place each of our puppies in an optimum environment.  The more completely and honestly you answer the questions, the more certain both of us will be that a Lorien Dell Berner is the dog for you. This questionnaire will also not only help us match you to a puppy; hopefully, it will help you better consider the profound effect a BMD will have on you and your family and further stimulate your thought processes about responsible dog ownership.  

          PLEASE NOTE: This adoption questionnaire is not a form to purchase a puppy. It is only used to indicate to us that you are interested in a BMD puppy - your information helps us both determine if a Lorien Dell puppy will  fit into your family and lifestyle.
Name(s)
 




 
Date: _______________________
Address  





Phone - hm         _______________ ______

City
 

State
 ZIP
 

Phone – work  _______________________ 
Email ______________________________________
Phone – cell _________________________

Occupation(s)    ______________________________              ___________________________
Why do you want a Bernese Mountain Dog (BMD)? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What breed-specific books have you read?   What dog training books have you read? Please list and include your general reaction to each book.  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the three most important things you have learned about the BMD? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What BMD health issues are you aware of? 

______________________________________________________________________________________

History of Your Dog Family: 

What other dogs have you owned? Please elaborate: what breed, where (from whom) did you purchase it?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have the dogs you have had in the past been indoor or outdoor dogs? __________________

Please explain what happened to the dogs in your past, e.g.,   How long they lived, aspects of your life together that are important to you, etc. ______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever had to euthanize a dog, and if so, why? ___________________________________

Have you had any behavioral or training problems with any of your dogs?  ______________________________________________________________________________________

Have you ever raised a puppy?  How old was the puppy when you brought him home?  What methods did you use to train the puppy?  ______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Current Family:
Do you now have a Bernese Mountain Dog?  If so, who did you purchase your dog from? ______________
Do you currently have any dogs living with you? If so, please complete the following:

            
Breed
       __________________________________   Sex ______

            
Spayed/Neutered   ______________________________ Age ______


Temperament _________________________________

Does the dog have any health or temperament problems you are concerned with? If so, please explain________________________________________________________________________________

     
How do you feel your current dog will accept a puppy?__________________________________

Do you have any other pets? Please list. ______________________________

Do you have children? ______ Their ages? ___________________

Please describe how your family feels about getting a BMD?  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How do you imagine a dog fitting into your home? Describe a normal day with your Berner (Schedule, indoor dog, outdoor dog, activities, exercise, etc.)  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Environment:  

Urban ___
Rural ___    Do you own your home? ______                                                                                                                    

If you rent, have you made sure you may keep a dog on the premises? ________ (Please provide proof that your current landlord will allow BIG dogs).

Approximate yard size/description: Method of restraining the dog on your property.  Is your yard fenced and secure? What provisions would you make to protect your puppy from heat and sun, cold, or dog-nappers?  Please describe with some detail:  height, material, size and relationship to house.  Pictures are great.    ______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will the dog be allowed in the house? _________ Where will the dog sleep at night? _________________________

Where will the dog spend most of his time? __________________________________________________

Describe the flooring in your house: carpet—kind and color (have you thought of how fur will decorate it?); tile, linoleum—type (slick, textured); hardwood floors (will they scratch?) etc. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will your dog have access to stairs in your house?  Please describe their length and placement. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Future Plans for You and Your Berner

Are you planning any major life style changes in the next 18 months?  For example, marriage, a child, another pet, change of job or moving to a new location?  _________________________________________________________

Who in your family will be primarily responsible for the following?

Daily care _______________

Clean up ______________
Training   ____________        Dog’s exercise __________

Vet and food bills? _______________

Who will take care of your dog if you had a business trip, vacation or emergency that took you away from your home?  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Imagine that you’ve just discovered your puppy chewing on a corner of something valuable to you.  He’s already done considerable damage.  What do you do? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    ______________________________________________________________________________________

When your puppy unloads a pile or a puddle in the middle of the rug, what do you do? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where do you plan to take your dog to basic obedience training?  ________________________________________

Would you be interested in joining the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of the Rockies (BMDCR)? _____

If you live outside of the Rocky Mountain region, have you located the local BMD club? ______
Do you intend to participate in any of the following with your Berner?

Conformation Shows
 ___________
Carting/parades 

 ___________

Obedience trials
 ___________
Sledding/ski-jouring
 ___________

Schutzhund/ring sport
 ___________
Search and Rescue
 ___________

Herding trials
 ___________
Tracking Trials 

 ___________

Other ________________________

Preferences:  Which sex do you prefer? _______  Why?_______________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Please rank the following criteria in importance from 1 to 5:

Least


        Most

Sex of dog


  1
2
3
4
5

Size of dog 


  1  
2
3
4
5

Temperament

  1
2
3
4
5

Markings


  1
2
3
4
5

Protection/Watch dog

  1
2
3
4
5

Companionship

  1
2
3
4
5

Playmate for children

  1
2
3
4
5

Traveling companion

  1
2
3
4
5

If we do not have the sex you prefer, are you willing to take the opposite?   __________   Why or why not?  

______________________________________________________________________________________

What kind of temperament are you looking for in a dog? (i.e., outgoing, quiet, spunky, gentle, loving, etc.) Please elaborate  _____________________________________________________________________________________

What physical or character attributes you are looking for in a puppy?   (Large, small, etc.)  _____________________________________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to neuter/spay your (companion) dog? _________

References:  

How did you find out about Lorien Dell?__________________________________________________

Which other BMD breeders have you contacted?  ___________________________________________

Please list two references that would have good knowledge of your responsible dog ownership. This may include dog trainers, Bernese owners you may know, other dog owners, your veterinarian, friends, and neighbors. Please provide name, address, phone number, and relationship.

Name     

Address



       Phone

Relationship 

____________________  _________________________________  _______________  _____________

____________________  _________________________________  _______________  _____________

Who is (will be) your veterinarian? (name, clinic name, address, phone)  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will your vet be willing to work with mine in potential serious health matters regarding your dog? ______

Misc:

What do you expect from your dog’s breeder?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have questions for me?   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

**************************************************************************************

I certify that the information given on this questionnaire is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.

I am committed to caring for my Berner for the duration of its life.
Signature(s): __________________________________ Date: __________________________


       __________________________________ Date: __________________________

Thank you again for your interest and time on this questionnaire. This is a very important aid to us in finding the best match between our Berners and their new families.

George & Lynn Wood

Lorien Dell Bernese
4
2

